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The Female Body in Post-Modern Arts:
Feminist Attitudes of Barbara Kruger and Jenny Saville
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In Western societies, the female body and its identity are still considered controversial
issues. In an ongoing journey, women have been fighting to be liberated from the
compulsory cultural normalcies set by their society. Unfortunately, this journey is long and
tiresome because Western women are still struggling with the constraints of patriarchy.
This study is based on the feminist critique of the female body in Post-Modern arts, besides
shedding light on the feminist attitudes of the contemporary artworks presented by the
American Barbara Kruger and the British Jenny Saville. Even though they come from a
different cultural background, both of the artists share the same concerns towards
patriarchy and they agree upon the definition of a beautiful female body. In this paper, the
researcher argues that Western feminisms were not successful enough to provide women
with intellectual and corporal agencies, which are seemingly visible in Post-Modern arts.
This research is fundamentally grounded in Knowledge and Punish theories proposed by
the French philosopher Michel Foucault, in which women may punish themselves and their
bodies to keep up with societal beauty standards to achieve that docile thin body approved
by their community. Accordingly, the study integrates psychoanalytical studies of Jacques
Lacan, Gaze Theory, and the fallacies of the Beauty Myth. For the part concerning theories
and feminisms, the study follows historical and descriptive methodologies, while
supporting the analytical methods and critical reading approach when dealing with feminist
works of art. The research concludes by highlighting the efforts of the Western feminist
artists to liberate the female body in Post-Modernism. Kruger and Saville for instance,
provide the viewer with thought-provoking and mind-blowing art as one evaluates the voice
concealed in their artworks.
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